
 
With such devastating numbers, it is not difficult to imagine that you, a member of your 

family, a friend, a neighbor or an associate could be struck down with a heart problem. As with 

John, we are all just a heartbeat away from disaster. 

 
At XYZ Healthcare we live at an interesting intersection of humanity. W

e have patients 

such as John who come to us in terrible need. We have our teams of dedicated heart specialists. 

We have Ben and Sally Jones, great benefactors whose magnificent gift helped to make possible 

the XYZ Healthcare Diagnostic Center. And we have an army of individuals such as you whose 

support is absolutely vital to the continuance of our work. 

We are at this intersection of humanity on a daily basis. We are constantly 

challenged and we constantly respond. 

 
As an example, XYZ Healthcare’s complications after interventional cardiology procedures 

rate significantly lower than the national average. And, unlike at many hospitals, our cardiac 

surgeons focus on minimally invasive surgery, thus allowing a shorter recovery period and a far 

lesser risk of infection. 

But such achievements are possible only through support from individuals like you 

because our challenge is not only medical but financial. We are a not-for-profit facility 

and low reimbursements (Tom insurance and government simply do not cover our 

ongoing operational needs. Therefore, please assist us with your tax deductible gift so 

we can continue to serve you. your family and your friends in the dedicated manner [or 

which we have earned national recognition. 

 
How much should you give? Contributions range from small amounts to those well into the 

thousands. Many of our mends send gifts of $I00 or more. Others offer $50, $35 or as much as 

they can afford. Give what you can, but please remember we will truly appreciate whatever you 

give. The need is great, and your support is important. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

John A. Smith

President, XYZ Healthcare Institution

P.S.  Please find the enclosed donation slip—donations of any amount are greatly appreciated.
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John J. Doe

0000 Your Street

Any Town, USA  00000

Dear John J. Doe:

When you’re just 28 years of age, healthy, happy and doing well it’s hard to 

believe disaster can be only a heartbeat away. 

 This is a true story about a young man of 28 who today is, more than ever, the very picture 

of health. A big, strapping athlete. Successful at his work. Clean living. Outgoing and likable. 

Married. Family on the way. The last person you’d expect to suffer serious heart problems. We’ll 

call our young man “John” although it’s not really his name. Because he felt so well and appeared 

so hale and hearty, John still can’t believe what happened to him and he’s reluctant about “going 

public” with his experience. Yet, one day not long ago he was standing at the sidelines of a 

neighborhood tag football game when the unthinkable happened. Dazed first, then unconscious, 

John was rushed to The Heart Center at XYZ Healthcare. 

The bad news—John was near death. The good news—he could not have been 

in a better place when disaster struck. 

 John was here in Any Town and near The Heart Center at XYZ Healthcare which is 

consistently recognized by US News and World Report as one of the top 50 hospitals in the entire 

nation for heart care and heart surgery. This is a facility where more than 4,000 heart procedures 

are performed every year. 

 Diagnosis of John’s condition at XYZ Healthcare’s Diagnostic Center was both accurate 

and fast. Testing was precise and action immediate. An Implantable Cardioverter-Defibrillator was 

placed in John’s chest. His brush with death was brief, and he was home after only four days 

of diagnosis, treatment and observation. Today John looks and is the very picture of health. His 

heart condition is under control. And, interestingly, the Implantable Cardioverter-Defibrillator or 

ICD which monitors John’s heart rhythm and is now used around the world was pioneered right 

here at XYZ Healthcare a number of years ago by a team of our specialists. 

Cardiovascular disease is the leading cause of death in the United States, claiming the 

lives of nearly 871,000 adults each year. An American dies of cardiovascular disease 

everv 36 seconds, and nearly 80 million Americans have one or more cardiac diseases. 
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